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taxpayers' money, which a foolish Government impro-
vidently provided for one of their ill-conceived projects.
After all, philanthropy cannot afford to neglect the
cool precepts of political economy, nor is moral fervour
the worse for a pinch of common sense. In November,
having returned to Edinburgh, he heard with u heart-
felt joy" the news that he had been elected Rector
of his old University, and he was installed in the
following month. "No preferment,;> he wrote in a
graceful letter of thanks, "could have given me so
much real satisfaction.'*

" No man can own greater obligations to a Society than I
do to the University of Glasgow. They educated me, IheJ-
sent me to Oxford, soon after my return to Scotland they
elected me one of their own members, and afterwards preferred
me to another office to which the abilities and virtues of the
never-to-be-forgotten Dr. Hutcheson had given a superior
degree of illustration. The period of thirteen years which I
spent as a member of that Society, I remember as by far the
most useful and therefore as by far the happiest and most
honourable period of my life ; and now, after three-and-twenty
years' absence, to be remembered in so very agreeable a manner
by my old friends and protectors gives me a heartfelt joy
which I cannot easily express to you."

A year later, the death of his cousin, Miss Jane
Douglas, left him, says Stewart, " alone and helpless,'*
and though he bore his loss bravely, and regained
apparently his former cheerfulness, yet his health
and strength gradually declined, until in the summer
of 1790 lie passed away. A few particulars have
been preserved of these last two years by those who
enjoyed his friendship and hospitality; but of Ms
correspondence there is only a short letter thanldng
Gibbon, with whom he had long been on very affec-